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"The Earle of L1nosey Hi is his Fennes. 


In which is: ſhewedthe Committees Ad- 
viceto the Owners and Commoners 


Sieudyd to age the Differences be- 


With: a Paper Direftedto Sir Wilial lr; 
gs Wallien Mawes: 
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now Harveſt time, jury no 1atimas Terme, 
Ro _— deſire ini 4 Þ ; Part ies would: 


e@ and the diffetences argngſt the the ſelves o 


FA may zaprepared"again{t'rhe next fitting to 

: "And tharthe Committee would-move 
Houſe that.fatisfaftion migltyg bee;,madeto the Commo- 
ners, for. ſuch grievances. 2s, ſhall appeare-t0 bee ſt 
out of the Lands Afiaried tothe late King, The 
moners and their Counſel! there preſent cpretin 
that the Seit6Draynivg was brapoia}tFpaþe: _—_ _ 
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We the Qwnergand Commaners in the Level of Feps between 
© 21 Bourtie 4nd Kyme-Eae,' declare is $57 William 
Killigrew,mdthere/ if 1 the Ardbeumnerrs there npon 
the Motion of an Agreement by the Chaireman of 
frat Commibee of. Parliowent bejore whom: tbgir Pe- 

tition dependrongilli. 7 mill; 7 


if wee the 


$f fm Owners and Commoners which” 
rliamen rinſe the th 

gall pare gy gh efai hls -*nd Fas, ph hy 
Petition before 2 Committee of Parliament,of which WillamElis | 
Eſq; was Chaire-mih,/arid bath beet along time fit for 
may CIT plcaſare; (tow 
beare-a tender: refpeet, and Wand be. Re hg leaf maygn 
diſclame their Jaltige)1 que SA: dadventures, wine 


1a qo porn ns 

 Parliamenyſhall Ce 
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by Charles Huſſey, Robert Laron,Thomss kia 
Eſquirei, William Trollop.,.. 

FE!'* oF, kion., Gentlemen ,., Jolin- rw icke 

: Robert Birds ick, Richard Toller, Tho. Burton, 

.«z4 Qbed Cuſt, 6/eud this Paper unto you: Some 

Topnes b eing aliſent atibs meeting, and divers Ow- 

nerethyre rpprmtngr victo rake necite they, Art 


Fo wer Senſe Be yo the Cy 
Peake WIL. HowBrr.. 
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Sir Wt. Ktrrtexanys” Anfier Mm 
'the-behalfe of himſdlfe, and the reſt 


: of the Drayners; to the Paper hee 
' received from Mr. Hoy: VET. . 


Hat the Owners and Ocnmmenity Perition above mentioned, 

vC ennrn 4 » fay was fully proved'at'a Committee) wee* fay 
was untrnoand ſcandalous, andin no point proved', as ee. 
the Undertakers proceedings, which wereby many Witneſſes 
the ſame Committee proved to bee juſt, and legall'; -and thoſe 
proofes doe.now remanneiry Maſter Elli his bands, 'wittralithe 
Neeteesmadein that buſineſſe :>And/we dee -further ſay, * 
theoOwners and Commoners: difhet then, not c<an-riow piove 
any-of their unjuſt Accuſations againſt *the Drayners - or Was 
the cauſe lo fully heard that Maſter Els cinde ape trepon 
A2 ._ . By 
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Committee being now nine yeares clapled,, 
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3 why tad gatdity/ Vote ar *F 
ers, withchole that now hokt up this Conteſt barter þ-c 
rejo& ehe- Juſtice of the faid Comininece, andParfiatnent, by 
deſtroying the Undertakers Werks, poſſefling them(e)ves of their 
Lands, and © became their owne Judges while the caufedepen- = 
ded-: by which tt ap , that their-proofes then were not fuch 
us they now preten or durlt then truft to ;- Nor was Maſter Ellis 
then'fn for a Report of the cauſe as wtidary,* 3dr : and that 
Heislelle fitto make 


To the next part of Maſter Mowers Paper 'wee anſwer, That- | 
by che Authority of a Grand Comimiſſion-of Sewers, wee are 
Undertakers. indiſputably by the knowne Lawes- of the Land ; 
and that the Parliament hath admitted us Undeetakers, in their 
Order tothis Committee ; and the Committee have recotamen= 
ded tothe Owners and Commoners, with their Couniall at the © 
Barre, this Treaty with us the Undertakers , and Adventurers 
with the Earle of Lindſey > Which nowit ſeemes thoſe Owners 
and Commoncrs. will not allow of, - unldile themſelves may be- 
come: { afterthe-worke' finiftied ppon our particular charges ) 
joynt undertakers with-us 4 without which they will not treat of 
any Agreement; Wilfully miſtaking the inteneof the Committee, 
which was, that wefhould Treat of ſatisfation to bec made by 
both Parties, for the Injuries complained of an both fides- We 
expeRed to theare of ſome Demands to” repaire the Loffes and 
the great Danumage by us done to the poore Commoners, by 
our ullegallprocee (as they lay ) at:d:they give.as:ancly & 
Demand thatſomeot thoſe who have ageinſt atl Law aid Equii- 
ty :deltraycd our Workes and -Pofiedions, dhanld now 'bradaits 
ted Drayners-with us:;.a54f that wauld 'icleanfe nsfrom iguiilt , if 
we werceguilty and-tully ſatisfiethe injured iCommoners, if 
they were, injuicd. Tis mndeeti. a very: madeſt 'domund ;\ hut 
thoſc our Deltrapers maynow be: Undertakers withius; to Drajh 
what. Wee -bave already Dnayned ; Thop:have torne our Conte 
from Qur backs,and would new bave-a:large ſharoof'our Yours 
to helpous mend -what thry have torn; nn 
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them piy eq qoutengcforres I ng the Drains, 
th Soph they! have'no- benefit by 'heGommore, as will be: ſhortly 
\ From F 3" Andnedot = erswill bee relieves, 
$ whenthejr Cai is Ss Minter TING Comtifens 
—; mt for the fature' benefit'vy the poo; caſe they'do des 
(55170 2 
v6 leſt ſome of our - Adverliries doe net know: ind orher 
pd -\ ten npoh what teartns wee became Undertalicts , 
ewe por teth th ilhde that in 'Maſter-£7# his ke 
end che Comntreyes firſt invitation the Earle of Lind« 
ſefet widertaking ttiis' works; which clezres'the Earie from being 
+ ProjeRor as they alledge. 

Oiatly, It Ke alſo.a 77 .99e earc by y the Reonis of Sewersia Maſter 
Ellzs msHhan aA tor Draytii above 
Nena Tnagir fo? og Tax of 't5's. 4 "ey 62S 
the Fennes,By 35 Cominjfoners, the prime Gentl@rien of that 
Comnrey 3'for t was three yeares' after this taxing, 'thit the bar= 
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<cat- afſethllpob:Com- 
nt, Wh Joe {aid workes'abovetwo 
yeates, in} p E629 th5Hi89es'; and ir tlithis rime;, 
no word of wy afflike't&/the Eails ifidettaking ; which ſhewes 
Hen Re CER (plexled/yptary Se'Drontigy nor. :die 
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Took the' weitines' with/Maſt er 24, 
'thatSur Jobly BY4ckp, Lat | Cobb, ad Six Edvfal. gun, 
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be.partiesinferelſed;and; 
Drayning; -as: gin Adveriariesdoe malgjoaſly averre apainſttheir 
owne Cunfciences. -iEbus clearcly: wecapeonfurealbtherdſtios 


their Clamours againſt us; and ſo doing , we have no doubt but the 5 


Parliament having lately ſetled Bedford Levell bz an AR; 


is a worke yet to doe, they will alſo ſettle L:zdſey Levell, which para? 
NS 


15a WOLKe s the beſt eoYIthat kinde that was ever 
yet U6ne ih { 13s Potarbe 56 ar enero the work 
being after the Example of former DratjmadlvBRP bein 
ged, and ſetled by former Parliaments ; an e 
Earle of Bedfords, which is by all paſt Parhaments, 'a 1s 
Parliament, allowed to bee greatly beneficiall to-<wipi@dmmon- 
wealth : hoping alſo: that the. Parliament in their Wiſedomes 
will not permit our Adverſaries ( by giving ns the Title of De- 
linquents ) to eclipſe our good deſerving'in the Undertaking, 
and agar ogg, ſo great "my beneticiall a Worke for the Com- 
mon-wealth, as wee hgv this Drayning :.and alſo 
will take into Conkcrafnl, Kh Mok o _ Lands for 
theſclaftmine yeares ought to have been fequeltred to the uſe of 
the State, ahd not imbeteled to the particular Intereſts of a few 
rich men; and alſo willlooke on us with equall favour; becauſe 
ince, 
hy 


after our Compoſitions made, and upon epr good behayiourfi 
al peuuk L QT DATE SUN REO FROKEL | | 
taken off. | verlaries, : 


rezeRta Treaty with us, that we do wholly rely on our juſt cauſe, 
and the Juſtice of the Parliament, to reſtore us, and repare us,that 
have done the Common- wealth ſo great a Service by this Dtay- 
ning. Yet notwithſtanding all the aſperity that has paſſed be- 
tween us and ſome of the Owners and Commoners , wee jo 
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PAPERS. 


CONCERNING > fe:  - 
The Earle of Linpsey his F: cnnes.. 


bh is ſhewed the Committees Ad- 

: viceto the Owners and Commoners 
friendly to agree the Differentts be- 
\tween them and the Drainers, that an 
FAQ may be paſſed this.next Terms. 
* for the ſetling thoſe V "Orkes, ſo bene- 

bficiall to the Common: Fvcalth. 


A a Paper Directed to Sir am Killipreyw, 
and Signed Wilians Hoggtt. 


And alſo aw Anſwer #0 that Paper by Sir F 
| William Killigrew. <t-4 
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{ RO for the Fens. Zz Avg. 1649. 


I Oraſmuch as both Parties doe deſire tobe ſatisfied 
M:the ſenſe of the Committee: at their laſt, ſietin 
which was detivered verbally by me te:this —_ 


| O—_ taking A ER that it  was- 
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2. 
now Harveſt time, did adjourne unto Michaelmas TerniM. 
and did defire inthe mean time, thar both Parties wolf, 
meet and ſettlethe differences amongſt themſelves, (5M 
an A may be prepared” againſt the next fitting to paſſin 
the Houfe : And that the Committee would: moye thi 
Houſe that fatisfation might bee made to the Comny 


ners. for ſuch grievances as ſhall appeare to bee juf 
out of the Lands Aſſigned to the iate King, The Con 
moners and their Counſell there preſent expreſſi 
that the ſaid Drayning was beneficiall to the, Comm 
wealtl. | RD 
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This following Paper was fent to. 
Sir. W4LLIAM KiLLIGREyY 


5 | Y, | 
We the Owners and.Commoners in the Level! of Fens beat 

- Bourne and Kyme-Eae,, declare to $ir Willin 

Killigrew,anathe reſt of the Adventurers there 

the eMotion of an Agreement by the Chairema 

'tbat Committee of Parliament before whom thiirtt 

tition acpend;..- 435 HI 7 


metly-Petitioned the Honourable Parliament againſt thei 
gall proceedings o the (41d Adventurers, -and fully proved oififfte 
Retition before a Committee of Parliament,of which Wi#iawEiWroc 
Eſq; was Chaire-mgn, and hath been a long time fit+ for a repdl 

may without incurring the Parliaments difpſeafare (to whom 

bearea tender reſpeR, and would be loathiin the leaſt manneMiny. 
diſclame their Juſtice) treate-witk the ſajd adventures, andthe 


Tx if Wee the Owners and Commoners which have foy:; 


© 


it 
IfSWrookes doe now remaine in Maſter Eli his hands, with allthe 
Wecrees made in that buſinefſe :- And we doe further ſay , that 


| Bb - (3) 
the Parliament wil admit them undertakers,with ſuch of the ow*< 
ners as defire to draine their owne land, we who: are content ts 
wdmit of fuch undertakers as the Parliament ſhall commend to us, 
il treate with them upon ſach tearmes as may be moſt profita- 
tothe parties 1nteretled, and for the advance of the publicke. 


At ameeting at Donington Aug. 27, 1649, Iwas deſired 
by Charles Huſſey, Robert Caudron, Thomas Hall, 
Eſquires, Willtam Trollop, Mathias Browne, 
Samuel Jackfon , Gentlemen, John Hardwicke, 
Robert Hardwick, Richard Toller, Tho. Burton, 
and Obed Cuſt, ts [end 1his Paper unto you : Some 
Townes b ting abſent as this meeting; and divers Ow- 
ers there preſent,did deſire me totake notice they did 


wot conſent to thus Paper, 
Wil, HowETT, 


_—_——— 


r Wnt. K1niicrtvvs Anſwer in 
the behalfe of himfelfe, and the reſt 
of the Drayners, to the Paper hee 
received from Mr. Hovver. 


Hat the Owners and Commoners Petition above mentioned, 
(which they fay was fully proved at a Committee ) wee ſay 
825 untrue and ſcandalous, and in no point proved , as touching 


he Undertakers proceedings, which were by many Witnefles at 
he fame Committee proved to bee juſt, and legall ; and thoſe 


ie Owners and Commoners: did net then, nor can now prove 
(y of their unjuſt Accuſations againſt the Drayners, nor was 
be cauſe ſo fully heard that Maſter El can be capable to report 
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AaReport. 

To the next part of: Maſter Hvwerts Paper wee anſwer, Th 
by the Authority df a Grand Commuſſion of Sewers, wee 
'Undettakers indiſputably by the knowne Lawes of the Land 
and that the Parliament hath admit ted us Undettakers, inthe 
O:der to this Committee ; and the Committee have recomme 
ded to the Ownets and Commoners, with their Couni{ell at t| 
Barre, this Treaty with us the Undertakers , ard Adventur 
with the Eatle of Lindſey: Which now it ſeemes thoſe Own 
and Commoners- will notallow of, unleſſe themfilves maybe 
come ( afterthe worke finiſhed ypon our particul ir charge 
joynt undertakers-with us; without which they will yot treat 
any Agreement ; Wilfully miſtaking the intentof the Cemmitte 
Which ws, that we ſhould:Treat of (atisfaftion to bee made b 
both Parties, for the Injuries complamed of 6n-both files We 
expected to/ heare of ome Demands to' fEpaire 'the Leiles: 
the great Dammage by us done to the poore Commoners, | 
our Ulegallproceedings ('as they fay ) andertiey give us bac 
Demand that-ſomeof thoſe who have -againſt all Law: ani Eli 
ty 'delizeyed our Workes and Pofeflions,:fhowldinow be yea 
ted Drayners with us ; as if that would 'clranſe usfrom ville; i 
we wereguilty., andtully fatisfiethe/injured Commoneds, | 
they were injured.. *Tis:indeed a very:modeſt demand, tht 


thoſe our Deſtrayers-may-now-be: Underealers:with ns,/to Dyli 
what - wee have already -Drayned ; They. have torne our Ct 
from our backs, and would now have large ſhare of our Colt 
t-helpeus-mend-what- they bavetorne ; this:werean excellet 
Pf 2. Prefident 
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(5) | 4 
Fhdent to. incourage the like Igapi 4b and a.pretty-way 
geany multitude to robbe any, man of his righttail inheritance. 
they have uſed us by pulling downe onr houſes, by.deltzays” 

jgthe corne, and ruining vhote publick works. hes 
. Thirdly, to letthe.world {ee,that atew mens ingratitnde, who- 
care at the. Committee againſt us, ſhall agt have.power.to.al- 
ter our/ intentions to. give all juſt ſatisfaction to the 'Countrey, 
who have beene generally miſled, and miſ-informed by ſoame-un- 
charitable gnides, who: hope to-beare out their owne guilts.by. the 
vote Commoners INnNocency ; VWeilay,thatif the poore Commo- 
ners doe-detire our 'Friend(hip ,, wee will forget and forgive all 
orLofles; and Injaries by them done tous, as by men au{-led;; 
{nd if the generallity. ofthe Countrey doe detire it, ) wee will 
admit ſuch of the Loras-and:Ownersas they {hall nominate,and 
the Parliament allow-of,to become Undertakers,and Adventurers 
withus in-our ſecond-Levellnot yer finiſhed ; orift-they hke det- 
fr, we will remit.untothem the whole undertaking of that Le- 
welnct yet finiſhed, fo we may have a part proportionableto our 
Charge already expended towardsthat Worke., for we are wil- 
lng to fatisfie the Countrey any way we can. But 'twere a mad=- 
tefle to ſpeake of admitting any -of them Undertakers with us 
mnourfirit Levell, long ſince Drained at our. owne Charge, and 
al thoſe Lands of- ons, long fince difpoled of to ſuch men as have 
payed more for the Purchaſe, than any of the Lords or Commo- 
hers will now repurchale them at. 

Fourthly,ſince they dayc jet-the Committees advice,to Treat 
ofan Accommodation withus the Drainers, tor wrongs alledged 
tobee done on both (ides,. and doe not accept that gracious prot- 
ferof the Committee, /to beſtow the Kings Lands on them ; We 
{hallbe humble Sutors to the Committee, to become Sutors to 
the Parliament, :that.thoſe \Lands-may be allotted to repaire the 
Works for the good of the Common- wealth ; and let 'our Lands 
deliable to makea jult-ſatisfa&ion for all the wrongs by us done 
tothe Countrey ; for our Adverfaries- will finde that we doe not. 
MW alue thofe Clamorous Scandalls they-vent againſt'us; Andyee 
doe Declare, that *tis-no dread of any guilt,, ; that moves:u$toim>- 
braeea Treaty with them , but a reall defire to gaine the Coun=--. 
Reyes Love, "that Wee, may ire Ce r_eRE) m_ 
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ſome men for their on guilts doe hinder,others for private endy 
and their particular profit doe oppoſe. For when thoſe Papers 


and thoſe Decrees in Maſter E#: his hands ſhall bee delivered 

to the Committee, our Adverſaries Ingratitude and Impudence 
will bluſh for calling us ProjeRors, and Oppreſſors of the Poore; 
By which Papers wee ſay it will appeare, that we are as innocent 
from the firſt guilt , as they alone guilty of the laſt : Who doe 
eate out the poore Commoners with their great Stocks ; and doe 
now gather the poore mens money to maintaine their owne o 

preſſions on them, to the diſcontent of the mayor part of the 
Commoners, who ſay they dare not complaine tor feare of mare 
and more opprcflion from theit rich Neighbours, who doe make 
them pay equall charge for repairing and maintaining the Drains 
though they have no benefit by the Commons, as will be ſhonh 
proved-: And no doubt the poore Commoners will bee relieved 
when their Cauſe is knowne in Parliament , and their Commons 
= {tinted for the future benefit of the poore, in caſe they dods 

Ire it, 

Fiftly, leſt ſome of our Adverſaries doe not know, and othen 
have forgotten upon what tearms'wee became-Undertakers, ts 
thought fit we put them in minde , that in Maſter E/lz his hand 
doth remaine the Countreyes firſt invitation to the Earle of Link 
ſezes undertaking this worke , which cleares the Earie from bein 
a ProjeAor as they alledge. 

Sixtly, It will alo appeare by the Rggords of Sewers in Malt 
Ellzs his hands, that this Contract tal <Draypipg wg aboſt 
three yeares in agitation after the TaXof 13 s. A Was laidat 
the Fennes, by 35 Commiſſioners, the prime Gentlemen of tit 
Countrey ; for 'twas three yeares after this taxing, that the bi 

(ja ine was compleated with the Earle by 32 Commillioners, al 
_ this done with-the generall applauſe ofa great aflembly of Coir 
moners then preſent, who wrought in the ſaid workes aboyetW 
yeares, ' and were enriched by our moneyes ; and in all thistimt, 
no word of any diſlike to the Earls undertaking ; which ſheys 
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that thepeople were not diſpleaſed with” the Draining , nor di 
'thenthinke ita Projed. {i - +: | 


the writings with Maſter El 


Seventhly, 1t will appeare | 
Cobham, atid Sit Edward He 


that-Sir Zohz Brooke; ſuice*Lor, 


*; ? 
fibecome purchaſers of their owne Fennes, at forty ſhillings 
teacre, 'which was the price offered by the Earle to the whole- 
Comtry, though Maſter V/ifiam Langton, with ther two before: 
naned, did onely value thoſe lands, in thoſe dayes ſo much worth, 
by reaſon of the charge, and hazzard in Draining ; 2nd by the 
Dates of their Bills of Adventure, it will appeare they becamg 
Adventurers five yeares after thee firſt Tax, and above two years* 
cher the Contratt was made with the Earle ; fo they. could nor” 
beparties interelled; and Judges at making the Contra& for. the 
Drayning, as our Advertaries doe maliciouſly averre againf{t their 
owne Conſciences. Thus clearely we can confute all the reſt of 
their Clamours again{t us; and fo doing, we have no donay but the -- 
Paliament having lately ſetled Bedford Levell bj an'AR, which 
$a worke yet to doe, they will allo ſettle Lindſey Levell, which 
$a worke.done ; and the,beſt worke of that kinde that was ever 
yet done in this Lang z.@llthe Exrles proceedings in the worke 


AJ t 
being after the ExamplI&'Q former Drai-11ngs heretofore 4nconre- 
oed, and {ctled by former Parliaments ; and the {ame with the 
Earle of Bedfords, which is by all palt Parliaments, and by this 


Paliament, ,allaawedte bee greatly beneticiall to the-Eommon- 
wealth : hop1n*$ , the Parliament in their Wiſedomes 
will not permaill aries ( by giving us the Title of De- 
linquerits ) to "CON ar g0od deſerving in the Undertaking, 
and accompliſhing ſo great and benetictall a Worke for the Com- 
mon-wealth , as wee ye done by this Drayning : and-all> 
will take into Cor vy hat the Profits of our Landff for 
theſe laſt nine yea! e been ſequeſtred tothe uſe of 
the State, and not i Ythe particular Intereſtsof a few 
richmen; and alſo.w1 e on us with equall favour; becauſe 
aiter our Compdlitions made, and upon eur good behaviourfince, 
all occaſion of that advantage to call us Delinquents, 1s clearely 
taken off, We doe therefore Declare to our Adverſaries, who 
rezeta Treaty with us, that we do\wholly rely on our Jult cauſe, 
and the Juſtice of the Parliament, to reſtores, and repare us,that 
have done the Common- wealth ſo great/a Service by this Dray- 
ning. Yet notwithſtanding. all-che aſperity that has pafſed be= 
tween us and- ſome of the Owners and Commoners , wee _ 


3 

th / ( » af all the Lords, Ownets, F: A 
e tit: tomeet us with the.like A 
greemhtwithus, beforethe ne 
of Hearitg, jrogege-;f give teat full fatisfaction for any Taj ; 
= we have-dotie them , '#nd-will forgive them all Injuriesby} 
done to.us: and will remit untothem all the Melioratiag,! 

& are to have out of gh ſeyeralls , whichis like to bee a fifth 'K 
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